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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 7-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 
1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the threaded portion" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 and 7-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith et 
al. 

In regard to claim 1, Smith et al. (fig. 1) discloses a riser connector for connecting first 14 
and second tubulars 12 of a riser; the connector comprising a first portion 74 on the first tubular 
and a second portion 48 on the second tubular, wherein the first and second portions each have 
axially extending portions (74, 24 and 44, 66) which in the assembled connector are mutually 
parallel. 

In regard to claim 7, the axially extending portions on each tubular are provided above 
and below the threaded portion. 

In regard to claim 8, a spigot 32, 48 and a socket 74, 66 comprise the axially extending 
portions on each tubular. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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In regard to claim 9, the spigot 32, 48 is provided between the tubulars' threaded face and 
terminus. 

In regard to claim 10, the spigot 32 on the first tubular 14 engages the socket 66 on the 
second tubular 12. 

In regard to claim 1 1, the spigot 48 on the second tubular 12 engages the socket 74 on the 
first tubular. 

In regard to claim 12, the first tubular 14 comprises a pin connector. 

In regard to claim 13, the second tubular 12 comprises a box connector. 

In regard to claim 14, the socket 74 of the first tubular and spigot 48 on the second 
tubular 12 are greater in length than the socket 66 of the second tubular and spigot 32 of the first 
tubular. 

In regard to claim 15, the axially extending portions are parallel to the axis of the 
tubulars. 

In regard to claim 16, the first and second tubulars have a tapered profile 22, 38. 

In regard to claim 17, the tapered portions of the first and second tubulars are the 
threaded portions 22, 38 of the first and second tubulars and have co-operating tapers to facilitate 
mating of the two portions. 

In regard to claim 18, Smith et al. discloses a method for connecting a first tubular 14 in a 
riser via a riser connector, the riser connector comprising a first portion on the first tubular and a 
second portion on the second tubular, wherein the first and second portions each have axially 
extending portions (74, 24 and 44, 66) which in the assembled connector are mutually parallel, 
the method comprising the steps of: 
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gripping a first tubular 10 at a position spaced from its terminus; 
Engaging the first and second tubulars; 
Gripping the second tubular; and 
applying torque between the tubulars. 

In regard to claim 19, the first and second portions have mutually engaging threaded 
portions 22, 38. 

In regard to claim 20, the axially extending portions 74, 24, 44, 66 are unthreaded. 

In regard to claim 21, the axially extending portions are load-bearing and allow the 
transfer of loads between the tubulars. 

In regard to claim 22, the axially extending portions allow the transfer of bending loads 
between the tubulars. 

In regard to claim 23, first and second axially extending portions are provided on each 

tubular. 

In regard to claim 24, the first axially extending portion 74, 48 on each tubular is greater 
in length than the second axially extending portion 24, 66 on each tubular. 
4. Claims 1 and 7-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Reimert 
c 204. 

In regard to claim 1, Reimert '204 (fig. 2) discloses a riser connector for connecting first 
10 and second tubulars 12 of a riser; the connector comprising a first portion on the first tubular 
and a second portion on the second tubular, wherein the first and second portions each have 
axially extending portions (36, 26 and 74, 86) which in the assembled connector are mutually 
parallel. 
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In regard to claim 7, the axially extending portions on each tubular are provided above 
and below a threaded portion 30, 81. 

In regard to claim 8, a spigot 36, 74 and a socket 26, 86 comprise the axially extending 
portions on each tubular. 

In regard to claim 9, the spigot 36, 74 is provided between the tubulars' threaded face and 
terminus 46. 

In regard to claim 10, the spigot 36 on the first tubular 10 engages the socket 74 on the 
second tubular 12. 

In regard to claim 1 1, the spigot 86 on the second tubular 12 engages the socket 26 on the 
first tubular. 

In regard to claim 12, the first tubular 10 comprises a pin connector. 

In regard to claim 13, the second tubular 12 comprises a box connector. 

In regard to claim 14, the socket 74 of the first tubular and spigot 36 on the second 
tubular are greater in length than the socket 26 of the second tubular and spigot 86 of the first 
tubular. 

In regard to claim 15, the axially extending portions are parallel to the axis of the 
tubulars. 

In regard to claim 16, the first and second tubulars have a tapered profile 30,81. 

In regard to claim 17, the tapered portions of the first and second tubulars are the 
threaded portions of the first and second tubulars and have co-operating tapers to facilitate 
mating of the two portions. 
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In regard to claim 18, Reimert '204 discloses a method for connecting a first tubular 10 in 
a riser via a riser connector, the riser connector comprising a first portion on the first tubular and 
a second portion on the second tubular, wherein the first and second portions each have axially 
extending portions (74, 86 and 36, 26) which in the assembled connector are mutually parallel, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

gripping a first tubular 10 at a position spaced from its terminus; 

Engaging the first and second tubulars; 

Gripping the second tubular; and 

applying torque between the tubulars. 

In regard to claim 19, the first and second portions have mutually engaging threaded 
portions 30, 81. 

In regard to claim 20, the axially extending portions 74, 86, 36, 26 are unthreaded. 

In regard to claim 21, the axially extending portions are load-bearing and allow the 
transfer of loads between the tubulars. 

In regard to claim 22, the axially extending portions allow the transfer of bending loads 
between the tubulars. 

In regard to claim 23, first and second axially extending portions are provided on each 

tubular. 

In regard to claim 24, the first axially extending portion 36, 74 on each tubular is greater 
in length than the second axially extending portion 86, 26 on each tubular. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed on Million have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Smith et al. does not disclose a "riser", but rather a downhole 
tool and that a riser is a pipe line that extends from a seabed to the surface. However the 
Applicant does not supply any support that the term "riser" only applies to pipes extending from 
a sea floor. The Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10 th edition defines riser as "a 
vertical pipe (as for water or gas). . .". Because Smith et al. discloses a coupling for a downhole 
pipe running vertically into the ground, the Smith et al. prior art rejection has been maintained. 

Applicant also argues that the coupling of Smith et al. is made to handle high torsion 
loads and not high bending loads, such as the present invention. However, the focus of Smith et 
al.'s invention is irrelevant, as Smith et al. discloses all of the structural limitations recited by the 
Applicant. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Calle, Sr. et al., Pallini, Jr et al., Mallis, Smith et al., Reimert, Reimert and Brunato 
all disclose similar couplings common in the art. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (703) 306-9040. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (703) 308-1 159. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 



David Bochna 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 
February 5, 2004 



